




 

 

 

 

Illinois Judicial Conference 

Alternative Dispute Resolution Coordinating Committee 

______________________________________________________________________________

  

CONFERENCE YEAR 2016 

Statement of Purpose:       

The Committee shall examine the range of civil dispute resolution processes utilized in other 

jurisdictions, convene alternative dispute resolution program administrators for the purpose of 

facilitating informational exchanges to promote program efficacy, and monitor the progress of all 

court-sponsored alternative dispute resolution programs. 

  

General Charge:  

The Committee shall examine the range of civil dispute resolution processes utilized in other 

jurisdictions and make recommendations regarding programs and various types of dispute 

resolution techniques suitable for adoption in Illinois, including methods for ongoing evaluation. 

The Committee shall develop recommendations for implementing and administering dispute 

resolution programs that remain affordable, appropriate, and provide an efficient alternative to 

protracted litigation. The Committee shall monitor and assess on a continuous basis the 

performance of circuit court mandatory arbitration programs and mandatory mediation programs 

approved by the Supreme Court and make regular reports regarding their operations.  The 

Committee shall develop uniform reporting requirements for circuit courts in the collection and 

monitoring of statistical information for mandatory arbitration and mandatory mediation cases. 

The Committee will also examine and develop training  programs in ADR techniques and 

practices to promote consistency in ADR services. The Committee shall also explore the 

feasibility of expanding ADR into other courts.  

 

Conference Year 2016 Projects/Priorities:   

▪ Develop a uniform methodology of statistical reporting for all mediation programs to 

provide a clearer picture of the use and effectiveness of those programs. 

▪ Develop standardized forms for use by mediation programs to provide uniformity for the 

rationale of the mediator's conclusions. 

▪      Facilitate the improvement and expansion of major civil case mediation programs by 

meeting with the Conference of Chief Circuit Judges to encourage mediation. 

▪ Examine the mandatory arbitration rules to clarify the nature and extent of the arbitration 

panel's role and/or ability to assess costs. 

▪ Examine Supreme Court Rule 86 to determine the feasibility of mandatory arbitration 

programs in all circuits and whether to expand the cases to include those with a value in 

excess of $50,000. 

▪ Examine Supreme Court Rule 93 to assess whether some types of mandatory arbitration 

cases should be binding with no right of rejection. 

▪ Explore the means to promote court supervised ADR systems to the public and to 

increase diversity in the ADR process. 

▪ Undertake any such other projects or initiatives that are consistent with the Committee 

charge. 


